
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Tiny Whispering Sound 

 

          You may not be aware, but in the Old Testament we Carmelites have always had 

a mentor we look up to. You met him in all the first readings from scripture you 

listened to during all the Masses this week. His name is Elijah. In today’s reading we 

saw he was expecting a real visit from God. He had gotten word that God would be 

showing up. So, he went out into the front yard of his palatial estate. He went out to the 

entrance of his cave and he sat down and waited. Then things started to happen. 

     First there came a wind so strong it crushed all the rocks. That was followed by an 

earthquake. Then a huge fire. Elijah looked for God in all these things, but he was 

unable to find Him. Then suddenly there came a small, tiny whispering sound. And 

wouldn’t you know it? Elijah found God in this whispering little sound.  

     The creator of heaven and earth – the most powerful being in the whole universe – 

shows up in a tiny whispering sound. 

     I don’t know about you, but that reminds me of the grand entrance Jesus made into 

this world at Bethlehem. A tiny infant – in the still of the night – in a beaten up old 

stable in a little town on the outskirts of the world. So, also God came to Elijah as a tiny 

whispering sound at the entrance to his cave high up in the hills. And the rest of the 

world didn’t even notice. 

     I have to ask you – how does God come to you? Or to me? Where are we to look for 

Him?  

     Maybe He is to be found in the sound of the little bird tweeting in the tree outside 

your window in the morning. Or could He be found in the smell of your coffee? And 

certainly, He must be in the warm sunshine that touches your face when you step 

outside your front door. Or could He be in the smell of freshly cut grass? Maybe even in 

the purr of your little pussy cat or in the big smile of your adorable little baby? Or 

maybe even in the cookie you dunk into the milk? Or could He be in the little nightlight 

that stays on even while you sleep? 

     God is in many places, isn’t He? Elijah found God because he looked for Him in 

everything. He looked for Him everywhere. And we can do the same thing. So, expect  
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to find God where He is least expected. I’ll tell you what! I will look for God in you and 

perhaps you will find Him in Fr. John!!!  

*Inspired by 1 Kings 19:9, 11-16 

 


